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UBL Library Content

Review Guide

When someone reviewed Keynes’ Treatise on Money, Keynes wrote on his copy of the review

“[The reviewer] has not read my book with that measure of ‘goodwill’ which an author is entitled to expected of a reader.  Until he does so he will not know what I mean or whether I am right.”

We too, would seek your willingness to understand the basis of the UBL Library and thereby provide constructive criticism.

A certain amount of goodwill is required to accept the terminology we have adopted.  As with the vocabulary itself, we have attempted to build upon what has gone before and not re-invent for invention sake.  Fortunately for our work, but unfortunately for the terminology, there has been much already developed in this area.  We faced the task of choosing the most appropriate way to describe our metamodel and its ensuing artifacts.  They will undoubtedly not agree with yours, but we seek some willingness to tolerate our choice.

We also seek your goodwill to contribute your knowledge to our work.  We publish this material at this time to seek guidance as to the validity of our strategy, not to promote a definitive result.  We have deliberately chosen to adapt an existing XML vocabulary (xCBL 3.0) not because we wish to promote the xCBL solution, we simply decided that it was better than starting with a blank page.  We would not have been able to get this far today if we hadn’t. We welcome comments on the strengths and weaknesses of our structural components and their content and, more importantly, suggestions for improvement.

We believe we are involved in a development process that will produce at least three results.  The first of these is a comprehensive and versatile library of re-usable components.  The second is a suite of business document definitions that exploit this library. The third is a guide (or a methodology, with a small ‘m’) of how to extend both the library and the suite of business documents in a consistent manner.

In this package you will find several artifacts:

1. A document describing the approach we took in undertaking this work (UBL_Metholodogy-0p4.rtf)

2. The XML Schema (XSD) for the UBL Library (UBL_Library-0.63.xsd)

3. The XML Schema (XSD) for the UBL Order document (UBL_Order-0.63.xsd)

4. The XML Schema (XSD) for the Core Component Library (CoreComponentTypes.xsd)

5. Several sample instances of UBL Order documents

6. A pro-forma disposition log

To assist in our disposition of your comments, we ask that you adhere to the following procedures.

a. Make all comments via the disposition log

b. Send you comments to our technical editor <lisa.seaburg@commerceone.com> and also to the UBL-comment list

c. Comment period will close on 08-April-2002.

� Quoted in Keynes by D.E. Moggridge (1976) Fontana/Collins, London
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